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every land and every language. We will an-
swer violent men with patient, determined 
justice. We will expand human freedom and 
the peace that freedom brings. And by our 
resolve and by our courage, we will prevail. 

I want to thank you for your dedication 
to the security of America and to the safety 
of Israel. I want to thank you for your warm 
hospitality today. May God bless America. 
May God bless Israel. Thank you for coming. 
Thank you all for your time. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:53 a.m. at the 
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Amy Friedkin, president, board of 
directors, Bernice Manocherian, president-elect, 
and Howard Kohr, executive director, American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee; Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon, Prime Minister (Acting) Ehud 
Olmert, and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Justice Yosef ‘‘Tommy’’ Lapid of Israel; Amer-
ican hostage Nicholas Berg, who was killed in Iraq 
in early May by senior Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi; former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; President Hamid Karzai of Af-
ghanistan; and Iraqi Governing Council President 
Izz al-Din al-Salim, who was killed in a suicide 
car bomb attack on May 17 in Baghdad. 

Statement on Establishing the Great 
Lakes Interagency Task Force 
May 18, 2004 

The Great Lakes are a national treasure 
that represents 20 percent of the world’s 
fresh water. The Great Lakes region is an 
economic engine and recreational haven, and 
we are making great progress in protecting 
and restoring this vital natural resource. 

To build on that progress, today I am es-
tablishing the Great Lakes Interagency Task 
Force, chaired by EPA Administrator Mike 
Leavitt. The Task Force will address environ-
mental and natural resource issues of na-
tional concern and better coordinate the re-
gion’s sustainable development and restora-
tion. It will harness the collective efforts of 
the Federal Government, Governors, may-
ors, Members of Congress, tribes, and citizen 
stewards to ensure that the greatness of the 
lakes endures for generations. The Task 
Force will also consult with the Government 
of Canada on the most effective way forward 

on addressing past and current environ-
mental impacts to the Great Lakes ecology. 

Executive Order 13340— 
Establishment of Great Lakes 
Interagency Task Force and 
Promotion of a Regional 
Collaboration of National 
Significance for the Great Lakes 

May 18, 2004 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to help estab-
lish a regional collaboration of national sig-
nificance for the Great Lakes, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. The Great Lakes are a 
national treasure constituting the largest 
freshwater system in the world. The United 
States and Canada have made great progress 
addressing past and current environmental 
impacts to the Great Lakes ecology. The 
Federal Government is committed to making 
progress on the many significant challenges 
that remain. Along with numerous State, 
tribal, and local programs, over 140 Federal 
programs help fund and implement environ-
mental restoration and management activi-
ties throughout the Great Lakes system. A 
number of intergovernmental bodies are pro-
viding leadership in the region to address en-
vironmental and resource management 
issues in the Great Lakes system. These ac-
tivities would benefit substantially from more 
systematic collaboration and better integra-
tion of effort. It is the policy of the Federal 
Government to support local and regional ef-
forts to address environmental challenges 
and to encourage local citizen and commu-
nity stewardship. To this end, the Federal 
Government will partner with the Great 
Lakes States, tribal and local governments, 
communities, and other interests to establish 
a regional collaboration to address nationally 
significant environmental and natural re-
source issues involving the Great Lakes. It 
is the further policy of the Federal Govern-
ment that its executive departments and 
agencies will ensure that their programs are 
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funding effective, coordinated, and environ-
mentally sound activities in the Great Lakes 
system. 

Sec. 2. Definitions. 
For purposes of this order: 
(a) ‘‘Great Lakes’’ means Lake Ontario, 

Lake Erie, Lake Huron (including Lake Saint 
Clair), Lake Michigan, and Lake Superior, 
and the connecting channels (Saint Marys 
River, Saint Clair River, Detroit River, Niag-
ara River, and Saint Lawrence River to the 
Canadian Border). 

(b) ‘‘Great Lakes system’’ means all the 
streams, rivers, lakes, and other bodies of 
water within the drainage basin of the Great 
Lakes. 

Sec. 3. Great Lakes Interagency Task 
Force.

(a) Task Force Purpose. To further the 
policy described in section 1 of this order, 
there is established, within the Environ-
mental Protection Agency for administrative 
purposes, the ‘‘Great Lakes Interagency Task 
Force’’ (Task Force) to: 

(i) Help convene and establish a process 
for collaboration among the members 
of the Task Force and the members 
of the Working Group that is estab-
lished in paragraph b(ii) of this sec-
tion, with the Great Lakes States, 
local communities, tribes, regional 
bodies, and other interests in the 
Great Lakes region regarding poli-
cies, strategies, plans, programs, 
projects, activities, and priorities for 
the Great Lakes system. 

(ii) Collaborate with Canada and its prov-
inces and with bi-national bodies in-
volved in the Great Lakes region re-
garding policies, strategies, projects, 
and priorities for the Great Lakes sys-
tem. 

(iii) Coordinate the development of con-
sistent Federal policies, strategies, 
projects, and priorities for addressing 
the restoration and protection of the 
Great Lakes system and assisting in 
the appropriate management of the 
Great Lakes system. 

(iv) Develop outcome-based goals for the 
Great Lakes system relying upon, 
among other things, existing data and 
science-based indicators of water 

quality and related environmental fac-
tors. These goals shall focus on out-
comes such as cleaner water, sustain-
able fisheries, and biodiversity of the 
Great Lakes system and ensure that 
Federal policies, strategies, projects, 
and priorities support measurable re-
sults. 

(v) Exchange information regarding poli-
cies, strategies, projects, and activities 
of the agencies represented on the 
Task Force related to the Great Lakes 
system. 

(vi) Work to coordinate government ac-
tion associated with the Great Lakes 
system. 

(vii) Ensure coordinated Federal scientific 
and other research associated with 
the Great Lakes system. 

(viii) Ensure coordinated government de-
velopment and implementation of the 
Great Lakes portion of the Global 
Earth Observation System of Sys-
tems. 

(ix) Provide assistance and support to 
agencies represented on the Task 
Force in their activities related to the 
Great Lakes system. 

(x) Submit a report to the President by 
May 31, 2005, and thereafter as ap-
propriate, that summarizes the activi-
ties of the Task Force and provides 
any recommendations that would, in 
the judgment of the Task Force, ad-
vance the policy set forth in section 
1 of this order. 

(b) Membership and Operation. 
(i) The Task Force shall consist exclu-

sively of the following officers of the 
United States: the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(who shall chair the Task Force), the 
Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
the Interior, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of Commerce, 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Secretary of Trans-
portation, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, the Secretary of the Army, 
and the Chairman of the Council on 
Environmental Quality. A member of 
the Task Force may designate, to per-
form the Task Force functions of the 
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member, any person who is part of 
the member’s department, agency, or 
office and who is either an officer of 
the United States appointed by the 
President or a full-time employee 
serving in a position with pay equal 
to or greater than the minimum rate 
payable for GS–15 of the General 
Schedule. The Task Force shall re-
port to the President through the 
Chairman of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality. 

(ii) The Task Force shall establish a 
‘‘Great Lakes Regional Working 
Group’’ (Working Group) composed 
of the appropriate regional adminis-
trator or director with programmatic 
responsibility for the Great Lakes sys-
tem for each agency represented on 
the Task Force including: the Great 
Lakes National Program Office of the 
Environmental Protection Agency; 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service, National Park Service, and 
United States Geological Survey with-
in the Department of the Interior; the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and the Forest Service of the 
Department of Agriculture; the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration of the Department of 
Commerce; the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development; the De-
partment of Transportation; the Coast 
Guard within the Department of 
Homeland Security; and the Army 
Corps of Engineers within the De-
partment of the Army. The Working 
Group will coordinate and make rec-
ommendations on how to implement 
the policies, strategies, projects, and 
priorities of the Task Force. 

(c) Management Principles for Regional 
Collaboration of National Significance. To 
further the policy described in section 1, the 
Task Force shall recognize and apply key 
principles and foster conditions to ensure 
successful collaboration. To that end, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency will coordi-
nate the development of a set of principles 
of successful collaboration. 

Sec. 4. Great Lakes National Program Of-
fice. The Great Lakes National Program Of-

fice of the Environmental Protection Agency 
shall assist the Task Force and the Working 
Group in the performance of their functions. 
The Great Lakes National Program Manager 
shall serve as chair of the Working Group. 

Sec. 5. Preservation of Authority. Nothing 
in this order shall be construed to impair or 
otherwise affect the functions of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget re-
lating to budget, administrative, regulatory, 
and legislative proposals. Nothing in this 
order shall be construed to affect the statu-
tory authority or obligations of any Federal 
agency or any bi-national agreement with 
Canada. 

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. This order is in-
tended only to improve the internal manage-
ment of the Federal Government and is not 
intended to, and does not, create any right, 
benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive or 
procedural, enforceable at law or in equity 
by a party against the United States, its de-
partments, agencies, instrumentalities or en-
tities, its officers or employees, or any other 
person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 18, 2004. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 19, 2004] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on May 20.

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
May 19, 2004

The President. Thank you for coming. 
I’ve just met with my Cabinet to discuss a 
variety of issues. We spent a lot of time talk-
ing about the situation in Iraq. I detailed our 
plan and our strategy to transfer full sov-
ereignty to the Iraqi people on June the 30th. 
I reminded them that a lot of progress has 
been made already toward that transfer. 
Eleven ministries are now run by Iraqi citi-
zens—I might add, capably run by Iraqi citi-
zens. 
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